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Abstract

Drought is one of the most important and damaging natural disasters in the field of water resources that occurs in all climatic regimes of the
country. Therefore, predicting and dealing with it is very important. In the present study, 79 synoptic stations in Iran were selected as the
study. Three meta-heuristic optimization algorithms TLBO, IWO, PSO and the conventional Levenberg-Marquadt algorithm were used to
train the multilayer artificial neural network to predict the SPEI;, drought index for the next one to three months. Due to the large number of
synoptic stations, the stations were divided into five clusters C1 to C5 according to the time series of the drought using the K-means method.
The results were compared with respect to the location of the stations in the clusters and the accuracy of the models was evaluated based on
the RMSE and R2 indices of the test data. Showed that in all three prediction models, the accuracy of the models decreased with increasing
prediction time. Comparison between the three ogtimization algorithms mentioned and Levenberg-Marquadt algorithm as a widely used
algorithm in optimizing neural network weights, showed the better performance of meta-heuristic algorithms. The comparison between the
three TLBO, IWO and PSO algorithms showed that the TLBO algorithm performed slightly better than the other alfgorithms and provided
more accurate results. R2 was observed in cluster one (eastern regions, southern strip and southeastern regions of Iran) and the highest
RMSE values and the lowest accuracy of the models were observed in cluster five (northern strip strip of the country).

Keywords: Drought, Intelligence optimization algorithms, Machine learning, Standardized precipitation evapotranspiration index.
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Figure 1. The location of the stations used in the study
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Table 1. Calinski-Harabasz index values for different number of clusters (K)

Number of clusters (K) 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Calinski-Harabasz value 11.13 12.14 13.23 14.95 13.98 12.78 12.6
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Figure 2. The clustering of synoptic stations based on SPEI12 drought index
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Table 2. Set parameters values for three models of TLBO, IWO and PSO

Algorithm setting parameters TLBO

Algorithm setting parameters IWO

PSO Algorithm setting parameters

Max iteration = 300
Initial population size

Max iteration = 300 Maximum population

Population size = 50

Initial value of std = 1

Minimum number of seeds = 0
Maximum number of seeds = 5
Variance reduction exponent = 2

=20
size = 100 Max iteration = 300
Swarm size = 50
Cognition coefficient = 2
Social coefficient = 2

Final value of std = 0.001

Table 3. Results of RMSE and R? in forecasting

1 to 3 months ahead SPEI12 drought index

: RMSE R
Forecasting Cluster M TLBO WO PSO Y] TLBO WO PSO
o) 0437 0.308 0.306 0316 0811 0.844 0.845 0,836
1 Month ahead C2 0.424 0.336 0336 0341 0.797 0.840 0.840 0.836
c3 0.555 0.348 0.354 0.358 0.783 0.825 0.820 0.817
ca 0.410 0.384 0.387 0.397 0.838 0.854 0.853 0.848
Cs 0.459 0.394 0.394 0.393 0.812 0.805 0.804 0.803
Mean 0457 0.354 0.355 0.361 0.808 0.834 0.832 0.828
I 0.488 0.455 0.458 0.456 0.635 0670 0.667 0.668
c2 0573 0.486 0.490 0.483 0.554 0.681 0.676 0.684
2 Months ahead c3 0.694 0.526 0525 0527 0.585 0.620 0.623 0.618
ca 0.556 0.539 0.539 0.551 0.643 0.723 0.724 0.702
cs 0.842 0.550 0.550 0.549 0.492 0.623 0.624 0.623
Mean 0.631 0.511 0512 0513 0582 0.663 0.663 0.659
o) 0.600 0.565 0570 0.561 0.475 0513 0.504 0514
c2 0.609 0.591 0.590 0.589 0.503 0.546 0.546 0.543
3 Months ahead 3 0.666 0.632 0.645 0.621 0.455 0.469 0.463 0.477
ca 0.786 0.658 0.650 0.650 0.527 0.596 0.604 0.602
Cs 0.914 0.657 0.654 0.652 0.496 0473 0.476 0.478
Mean 0.715 0.621 0622 0.615 0.491 0519 0.519 0.523
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Figure 3. Time series of observed and forecasted values of SPEI,, drought index at five clusters for MLP-TLBO model
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6. Standardized Precipitation Index

7. Cuckoo Search

8. Standardized Precipitation Evapotranspiration Index
9. Genetic Algorithm

10. Ant Colony Optimization

11. Butterfly Optimization Algorithm
12. Gene Expression Programming
13. Models Tree

14. Standardized Streamflow Index
15. Bee Algorithm

16. Back Propagation

17. Teaching learning based optimization
18. Invasive Weed Optimization

19. Particle Swarm Optimization

20. Levenberg — Marquardt

21. Multilayer perceptron

22. Teaching Phase

23. learner Phase

24. Clustering

25. Autocorrelation Function

26. Partial Autocorrelation Function
27. Imperialist Competitive Algorithm
28. Firefly Algorithm
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