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Abstract

Mismanagement of shared water resources may lead to political instability, increasing the vulnerability of the social, environmental, and economic
sectors, developing violent conflicts, and ultimately undermining human security. Due to its significance, various efforts and studies have been
conducted to address water conflicts. “Blue peace" is one of the novel approaches that has been proposed to deal with water conflicts. The main goal
of "blue peace" is to apply the potential of investing in shared water resources as a way to peacebuilding. The "blue peace" approach has recently been
welcomed in West Asian countries for water conflicts management. Accordingly, a comprehensive understanding of the blue peace approach and its
theoretical foundations is necessary to ensure the compatibility of these foundations with the conditions governing water subsystems and
hydropolitical issues in the region. It has led to the formation of the present study. Accordingly, in this study, the application of this approach in
international water relations and its place in water interactions in the Middle East has been investigated by using library resources and applying an
analytical approach. The results reveal that the blue peace is a reductionist approach that does not pay attention to the hidden factors affecting the
water conflicts and will not lead to effective dealing with these conflicts in general as well as water conflicts in the Middle East in particular.
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Table 1. Details of Historical Decisions on Water Allocation in the Yarmouk River Basin (Rosenberg, 2006)

.. The 1% agreement of Jordan- Syria The 2™ agreement of Jordan- The 3" agreement of Jordan-
Provision (1953) Johnston plan (1956) Syria (1987) Syria (2001)
e Jordan: 170 Mm*/yr
o Jordan: 300 Mm3/yr o Syria:

e Absolute allocation

o Syria: Unspecified volume, and Syria
retains right to use all springs within its
territory with the exception of water
welling up above dam below the 250-m
level

o Jordan: 470 Mm®/yr
o Syria: 90 Mm*/yr

o Jordan: 170 Mm®/yr

e Syria: 146.14 Mm’/yr and
Syria has the right to use all the
springs in its territory

Uncertain volume (Syria has
the right to use all springs in its
territory and to extract water
from wells with a depth of
more than 250 meters above
the dam).

e Local Projects

e Syria: No Project
e Jordan: No project

o Syria: No project
e Jordan:  King

Adanal and Adaseya
o diversion

Abdulla

e Syria: 25 dams
e Jordan: No project

e Syria: 27 dams
e Jordan: No project

e Dam with a capacity of 300 Mm3

e Dam with a height of 126

e Construction of a dam with

N Hydropowcr statlon‘ with  these meters and a capacity of 300 e Construction of a dam with alength (.)fgé meters
. . conditions: 75% for Syria and 25% for e Delaying hydropower
e Joint projects at . 4 Mm3 a length of 100 meters 7
. Jordan. Syria has the right to use 3,000 . . . . - generation
Maqqarin (Al- Kilowatts between  April and mid-  © Hydropower station with a e Hydraulic station, electricity « Delavine the relocati "
Wahdeh Dam) AP production capacity of 150  distribution as follows: 75% claying the refocation o
October, and the right to buy up to o . . . the Hejaz railway until an
. . million kilowatts of electricity ~ Syria and 25% Jordan . .
5,000 kilowatts of surplus electricity ot vear agreement is reached with
from Jordan pery Israel over the Golan Heights
;\/IJOH:bap rojects at Dam o No project o No project
:&&Iei)slcr:l;a projects at Dam and hydropower station o No project o No project
e 100% design e 100% project costs e 100% of the cost of all
e Costs bome by o . . . . .
Jordan ® 95% construction and maintenance e Compensation for Syrian prpj§cts, payment of § 8
o Funding 80% of workers damages for water rights million to Syrian farmers
e 5% participation in construction and
int
o Costs borne by I.nam enance processes e 100% of costs for the

e Syria

o funding 20% of workers

relocation of the Hejaz railway

o No need to pay

o Implementation
and enforcement

e Binding three person arbitration panel

o Never ratified

o Forming a joint committee

e Not specified
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. http://www.worldwater.org/conflict/list/
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. Direct
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. Game theory
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