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Avrticle Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Research Topic: Water tourism is an opportunity that can help create
Research Article employment and income for local communities and develop tourism

infrastructure in the country. Considering the climatic conditions and
geographical location of Khuzestan Province, as well as the abundant water

Article history: resources, identifying and prioritizing water areas in this province is of great
Received 5 April 2025 importance.

Received in revised form Obijective: The present study was conducted with the aim of analyzing and
21 June 2026 screening the diversity of water resources in Khuzestan Province to assess
Accepted 25 June 2026 the capacity of tourism development in this province.

Published online 9 August 2026 Method: Water areas were identified using satellite images and then

prioritized through a list of criteria for selecting water areas and prioritizing
them by specialists and experts.

Results: The results of scoring and screening water areas showed that
among the rivers of the province, the Karun River has the highest priority
with 34 points, followed by the Karkheh, Jarahi, Ab Shur, and Dez rivers.
Among the internal wetlands of the province, the highest priority is
Shadegan Wetland with 41 points, and other selected internal wetlands
include Shimbar, Hor-al-Azim, Ab-Zalo, Bandun, and Miangaran. The
results of coastal-marine wetlands showed that Karaneh Abadan with 30
points has the highest priority, followed by Karaneh Shadegan, Mosabe
Bahmanshir, Khor Musa, and Mosabe Arvandroud, respectively. Regarding
man-made water bodies, Gotvand Dam Lake has the highest priority with 31
points, and then other wetlands include Karkheh Dam Lake, Karun 1 Dam
Lake (Shahid Abbaspour), Marun Dam Lake, Jareh Dam Lake, Dez Dam

Keywords: Lake, and Gotvand Tantimi-Anhrafi Dam Lake, respectively.

Water areas Conclusion: According to the results obtained, Khuzestan Province has
Screening, Scoring and prioritization  abundant water diversity, and water tourism, as a tool for balanced regional
Tourism development development, can help develop tourism and increase infrastructure and
Khuzestan Province economic prosperity in this province.
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Table 1. List of criteria for selecting the suitability of water areas in Khuzestan Province for tourism development

Water area Criteria Source

Rivers

[ City diversity, Khoshnazar and
River length, Nouri, 2025; Naderi
[ City diversity (intersection), et al., 2023;

River wetland area,

Number of months suitable for tourism climate,
Landscape quality (three classes of excellent, normal, weak),
[1 Ecological capacity of the promenade,

Accessibility, tourism infrastructure (along the river),
[ Cultural attraction (historical-cultural monuments),

Historical cities

Inland wetlands

[ Wetland types (wetland complex, permanent individual wetlands, river wetlands and seasonal mangroves),

City diversity,
[] Wetland area,
Wetland durability,
[1 Wetland vegetation,

Ahmadzadeh et al.,
2022; Saghaei et al.,
2016; Sobhani et al.,
2014 and  2020;
Jahani et al., 2011;
Danehkar et al,
2024; Jodeki,
2022.Ghorbani et al.,
2015; Sobhani et al.,
2023; Gigovic, 2016;
Canteiroa et al.,
2018; Nino et al.,

Number of months suitable for tourism climate, 2016; Ambecha et
Landscape quality (three classes of excellent, normal, weak), al., 2020; Arsi¢ et
[] Ecological capacity of the promenade, accessibility, al., 2017.

Tourism infrastructure (built park, accommodation, nutritional service unit around the wetland),
[ Cultural attraction

Wetland types (marine and coastal, marine-food, coastal and coastal),
[ Area Wetland,
Wetland vegetation,
[J Number of months suitable for tourism climate,
Landscape quality (three classes: excellent, normal, poor),
[ Ecological capacity of the tourist site,
[ Accessibility,
Tourism infrastructure,
[ Cultural attraction

Coastal-marine
wetlands

Type of man-made water areas (lake behind the dam, agricultural dam, evaporative wastewater and urban
wastewater),
County diversity,
[ Size of the water body,
County diversity,
Man-made [1 Number of months suitable for tourism climate,
water areas Landscape quality (three classes: excellent, normal, poor),
[ Ecological capacity of the tourist site,
[ Accessibility,
Tourism infrastructure,
[] Attractiveness of the water structure,
Cultural attraction
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Table 2. List of main rivers of Khuzestan Province

Length Area of
inthe  riverine

River Names Current counties province wetland
(km) (ha)
Karun Ahvaz, Shushtar, Izeh, Shadegan, Karun, Masjed Soleyman, Gotvand, Lali, Bavi, Dezpart, Knhorramshahr, Abadan ~ 640.83 6100
Dez Shushtar, Andimeshk, Shush, Karkheh, Dezful, Ahvaz 3211 10650
Karkheh Shush, Dasht-e Azadegan, Karkheh, Hoveyzeh 2713 10000
Zohreh (Hendijan) Behbahan, Omidiyeh, Hendijan 262.3 5600
Marun Shadgan, Behbahan, Ramhormoz, Aghajari, Haftgel, Omidiyeh 194.6 4400
Jarahi Ramshir, Bandar Mahshahr, Omidiyeh 128.2 2200
Ab-Shor Masjed Soleyman, Haftgel, Endika 114 0
Arvand Khorramshahr, Abadan 110 2220
Balarod Andimeshk 76 0
Shavur Karkheh, Ahvaz 75.8 4000
Maleh Ahvaz, Omidiyeh 75.8 1700
Karkheh-e-Noor ~ Hamidieh 65 0
Bahmanshir Abadan 62.8 0
Kopal Ahvaz 56 0
Ab-Shala Endika 51 0
Moraz Hoveyze 46 0
Marghab Izeh 41 0
Tang-e-Jafar Aghajari 41 0
Abu al-Abbas Baghmalek 41 0
Shor Endika 40 0
Abu al-Fars Ramhormoz 30 0
Kheirabad Karkheh 29 0
Shor Sardasht Aghajari 28 0
Harkesh Lali 24 0
Ala Saidun 14 0
Ab-Lashgar Baghmalek 8 0
Khersan Dezpart 6 0
Neisan Dasht-e Azadegan 5 0
Ab-Susan Endika 4.6 0

Sum 2861.63 46870
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Figure 2. Map of the location of rivers in Khuzestan Province
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Figure 3. Diagram of length (km) and area (ha) of rivers in Khuzestan Province
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Table 3. Inland wetlands of Khuzestan Province

Area of Area of Total area
County Names of inhfib_ited wetlands inhabited riverine of natural
(wetland complex, individual wetland, marshs) wetland wetland wetlands
(ha) (ha) (ha)
Omidiyeh Tang Jafar Reservoir, Bahriyeh Seasonal Marsh, Hababeh 1303 4800 6103
Seasonal Marsh
Endika Shimbar Wetlfind (Shirin Bahar), Ab Zaloo, Hoz Bahram, Gorg 2022 2022
Kosh Reservoir
Andimeshk - 150 150
Bamadej Wetland, Part of Mansoureh Reservoir, Odeh Seasonal
Ahvaz Marsh, Alhati Seasonal Mmarsh, Koy Goldasht Wetlands 8418 2200 10618
1zeh Miyangaran, Bondun 2156 - 2156
Abadan Part of Shadegan 140000 2220 466020
Aghajari - 1020 1020
Baghmalek Horeh Lake 10 - 10
Bandarmahshahr Part of Mansoureh Reservoir 8000 - 31000
Behbahan - - 4400 4400
Khormshahr Part of Shadegan 2000 - 2000
Dezful Siahchal Pond (Kabud), Tembi Lake (Temi) 212 5500 5712
Dasht-e Azadegan Hura-al-Azim Reservoirs, Azadegan Plain Reservoirs 8100 500 8600
Ramshir Cham-Sabi Wetland 30 1500 1530
Shadegan Part of Shadegan Wetland, Mansoureh Mmarsh 107000 - 192000
Shush - - 11800 11800
Shushtar - - 5300 5300
Saidon Barm Shahzadeh Abdullah (Man Gasht) 2 230 232
Karun - - 700 700
Karkheh Bamadej 4000 5500 9500
Gotvand - - 1500 1500
Haftgel Haftgel (Barm Shor) 18 - -
Hendijan Ghoul-Olia Wetland 16 500 31216
Hoveyzeh Hura-al-Azim Wetland Complex 98000 - 98000
24 Counties 25 Inhabited wetlands 381269 47820 891589
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Table 4. Riverine wetlands of Khuzestan Province
River County River River Ratio of wetland Share of wetlands Total Total
Row name with river length wetland area to river length in the county river river
wetlands (km) (ha) (ha to km) (%) length length
1 Marun Omidiyeh 2 2000 1000 45.45
Aghajari 249 1000 40 22.73
Behbahan 50.6 1400 28 3182 194.6 29.83
Sum 715 4400 57 100
2 Jarahi Omidiyeh 15.8 700 44 31.82
Ramshir 774 1500 19 68.18 128.2 72.70
Sum 93.2 2200 24 100
3 Zohreh Omidiyeh 27 2100 78 375
Behbahan 78.3 3000 38 53.57
Hendijan 154.5 500 3 8.93 107.8 97.68
Sum 105.3 5600 53 100
4 Karkheh Dasht-e Azadegan 75.1 500 7 5
Shush 79.9 8000 100 80
Karkheh 65.9 1500 23 15 2153 80.24
Sum 220.9 10000 45 100
5 Dez Andimeshk 724 150 2 141
Ahvaz 13 1200 92 11.27
Dezful 26.2 5500 210 51.64 327.1 53.16
Shush 62.3 3800 61 35.68
Sum 173.9 10650 61 100
6 Karun Shushtar 94.4 4600 49 75.41
Gotvand 38 1500 39 24.59 652.8 20.28
Sum 1324 6100 46 100
7 Arvand Abadan 37 2220 60 100
Sum 37 2220 60 100 110 33.64
8 Shavur Karkheh 39.3 4000 102 100
Sum 39.3 4000 102 100 8 5051
9 Maleh Ahvaz 455 1000 22 58.82
Karun 30 700 23 41.18 775 97.42
Sum 75.5 1700 23 100
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Figure 4. Diagram of the area of static and riverine wetlands (ha) in Khuzestan Province
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Figure 5. Map of the location of wetland complexes in Khuzestan Province
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Figure 6. Map of the location of individuarwetlands in Khuzestan Province
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Figure 7. Map of the location of seasonal wetlands (marshes) in Khuzestan Province
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Figure 8. Map of the location of riverine wetlands in Khuzestan Province

Table 5. Coastal-marine wetlands of Khuzestan Province

Area of coastal-marine

County wetland (ha) Name/Location Area (ha) Share (%) Wetland Group
Abadan 323.800 Bahmanshir Estuary 1300 0.4 Estuary
Arvandrud Estuary 2500 0.8 Estuary
Abadan Shore 23000 98.7 Marine
Shadegan 85 Shadegan Shore 85000 100 Marine
Bandar Mahshahr 23 Khormusa 320000 100 Marine
Hendijan 30.700 Zohre Estuary 700 2.33 Marine
Hendijan Shore 30000 97.7 Marine

sum 462.500 7 Wetlands 4500 ha of Estuary wetland

458000 ha of marine wetland
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Figure 9. Map of the location of coastal-marine wetlands in Khuzestan Province
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Figure 10. Diagram of the area of coastal-marine wetlands (ha) and the share (%) of each in the counties of Khuzestan Province
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Table 6. Human-made aquatic figures from Khuzestan Province

Name of the city Water area Human-made Lake behind River Dam Urban Evaporative Agricultural
the dam (ha) construction wastewater (ha)  wastewater (ha) water dam (ha)
Omidiyeh Jaizan Dam 2 Karun
Omidiyeh City Wastewater - - 700
Endika Karun Dam Lake 1 (Shahid 5500 Karun
Abbaspour)
Karkheh Dam Lake
(Pai Pol) 5 Karkheh
Dez Dam Lake 6 Dez
Izeh i?l:eOf Shahid Abbaspur Dam 1200 Karun
Baghmalek Jareh Dam Lake 600 Jarahi
Bandarmahshahr Salt Lake } ) 1700
Behbahan Marun Dam Lake 600 Marun
Oglum Dam Lake 20 Marun
Abglum Dam Lake 30 Marun
Ariobarzen Regulating Dam 200 Marun
Lake
Chahmari Dam Lake 10 Marun
Galehkhar dam lake 30 Marun
Hamidieh Sgasonal Waterlogging of the } - 300
village
Karkheh Diversion Dam Lake 25 Karkheh
Evaporation  Pools  (Naseri
Khoramshahr Lagoon) - - 30000
Dezpart Karun Dam Lake 3 3300 Karun
Dezful Bakhtiari Dam Lake 50 Dez
Dez Dam Lake 1000 Dez
Tanzmi Dam Lake (Ali Kaleh) 330 Dez
Ramshir Ramshir Tanzimi and Diversion 20 Jarahi
Dam Lake
Ramshir Dam Lake 10 Jarahi
Beit Bavi Village Dam Lake 10 -
Sheveh Hamid Dam Lake 10 Karkheh
Ramhormoz Jafar Sadeq Village Earthen P ;
Dam Lake
Earthen Dam Lake 20 -
Shadegan Salt Harvesting Ponds - - 70
Shush Karkhe Dam Lake 1500 Karkheh
Fath Al-Mubin Tanzimi Dam Karkheh
120
Lake
Karkheh Agricultural Dams - - 100
Gotvand Tanzimi and Karun
Gotvand Diversion Dam Lake 150
Gotvand Dam Lake 1000 Karun
Lali Gotvand Dam Lake 1300 Karun
Masjed Soleyman Gotvand Dam Lake 3700 Karun
Masjed Soleyman Earth Dam 10 )
Lake
Masjed Soleyman Dam Lake 450 Karun
Haftgel Tof Mari Dam Lake 15 Karun
Haftgol Earth Dam Lake 12 -
Sir Tok Olya Dam Lake 7 -
Hendijan Ask Dam Lake 30 Hendijan
Hendijan Earthen Dam Lake 50 -

Dehno Dam Lake 10 Dez
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Figure 11. Map of the location of human-made aquatic structures in Khuzestan Province
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Figure 12. Diagram of the lake behind the dam (ha) in Khuzestan Province
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Table 7. Evaluation of the main rivers of Khuzestan province according to tourism development criteria

Criteria Range Score Name of river
More than 6 counties 4 Karun
5-6 counties 3 Dez, Karkheh, Marun
County Diversity 3-4 counties 2 Zohreh, Jarahi, Ab Shoor )
Arvand, Balaroud, Shavour, Maleh, Karkheh Noor, Bahmanshir, Kopal, Ab Shela, Moerez,
1-2 counties 1 Murghab, Tang Jafar, Abu al-Abbas, Shoor, Abu al-Fares, Khairabad, Shoor Sardasht, Harkesh,
Ala, Ab Lashgar, Khersan, Neyssan, Ab Susan
More than 300 km 4 Karun, Dez
200-300 km 3 Karkheh, Zohreh
River length 100-200 km 2 Marun, Jarahi, Ab Shoor, Arvand )
Balaroud, Shavoor, Maleh, Karkheh Noor, Bahmanshir, Kopal, Ab Shela, Moraz, Murghab,
Less than 100 km 1 Tange Jafar, Abu al-Abbas, Shoor, Abu al-Fares, Kheirabad, Shoor Sardasht, Harkesh, Ala, Ab
Lashgar, Khersan, Neyssan, Ab Susan
More than 5 cities 4 Karun, Jarahi
4-5 cities 3 Dez, Karkheh, Ab Shoor
City diversity 2—3_ cities 2 Marun, Arvand, Shavoor, Karkheh Noor
(intersection) 1 city 1 Zohreh, Balaroud )
No urban Maleh, Bahmanshl_r, Kopal, Ab Shala, Moraz, Marghab, Tange Jafar, Abu al-Abbas, Shoor,
. . 0 Abu al-Fares, Kheirabad, Shoor Sardasht, Harkesh, Ala, Ab Lashgar, Khersan, Neyssan, Ab
intersections Susan
r’:g Strzjres than 6000 4 Karun, Dez, Karkheh
4000-6000 hectares 3 Zohreh, Marun, Shavour
1000-4000 hectares 2 Jerahi, Arvand, Male
River wetland area Less than 1000 1 ~
hectares
Abshur, Balaroud, Karkheh Noor, Bahmanshir, Kopal, Abshal, Moraz, Marghab, Tang Jafar,
No riverine wetlands 0 Abu al-Abbas, Shur, Abu al-Fares, Khairabad, Shur Sardasht, Harkesh, Ala, Ab Lashgar,
Khersan, Neyssan , Ab Susan
M Bahmanshir, Ab Shela, Moerez, Abu al-Abbas, Shur, Abul Fares, Khairabad, Ala, Ab Lashgar,
ore than 75% 4
Number of months Neyssan , Ab Susan
suitable for tourism 50 to 75% 3 Karkheh, Zohreh, _Maroon
climate 2510 50% 2 Karun, Dez, Jarahi, Ab Shoor, Arvand, Shavoor
Less than 25% 1 -
No suitable month 0 Balarod, Male, Karkheh Noor, Kopal, Murghab, Tang Jafar, Shur Sardasht, Harkesh, Khersan
More than 60% 4 Jarahi, Ab Shoor, Bahmanshir, Kopal
30 to 60% 3 Karun, Zohreh, Balaroud, Shavor, Shoor
10 Dez, Karkheh, Maroon, Arvand, Male, Marghab, Kheirabad, Shoorsardasht, Harkesh, Ala, Ab
. to 30% 2
Landscape quality Lashgar
Less than 10% 1 Abolfars
Lack of view quality 0 Karkheh Noor, Ab Shela, Moerez, Tang Jafar, Abu al-Abbas, Khersan, Neyssan , Ab Susan

on premium floor
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Continued table 7. Evaluation of the main rivers of Khuzestan province according to tourism development criteria

Criteria Range Score Name of river
More than 75 percent 4 Jarahi, Kopal
50 to 75 percent 3 Abshor, Bahmanshir
Ecological potential of 25 to 50 percent 2 Karun, Shur, Ab Lashgar
the tourist destination Less than 25 percent 1 Arvand, Balaroud, Shavour, Abu al-Abbas, Abu al-Fares, Shur Sardasht
. . Dez, Karkheh, Zohreh, Marun, Maleh, Karkheh Noor, Ab Shela, Moerez,
No ecological potential 0 Marghab, Tange Jafar, Khairabad, Harkesh, Ala, Khersan, Neyssan, Ab Susan
More than 75 percent 4 Karkheh, Zohreh, Marun, Jarahi, Ab Shoor, Balaroud, Karkheh Noor
Accessibility 50 to 75 percent 3 Karun, Dez, Arvan_d, Shavoor, Kopal
%) 25 to 50 percent 2 Malgh, Bahmanshir, Ab Shela, Moerez, Marghab, Tange Jafar, Shoor, Abol Fares,
Kheirabad, Shoor Sardasht, Harkesh, Ala, Khersan, Neyssan
Less than 25 percent 1 Abul Abbas, Ab Lashgar, Ab Susan
?e%?ggm touﬁirtban Sgglznr;emngégggﬁ Karun, Dez, Karkheh, Zohreh (Hendijan), Marun, Jarahi, Ab Shoor, Arvand,
s Balaroud, Shavoor, Karkheh Noor, Bahmanshir, Abu al-Abbas, Shoor
capacity, pier)
Tourism infrastructure Adjacent to rural settlement (service 3 Maleh, Kopal, Ab Shela, Moerez, Marghab, Tange Jafar, Abu al-Fares, Khairabad,
(along the river) unit, accommodation capacity, pier) Shoor Sardasht, Harkesh, Ala, Ab Lashgar, Khersan, Neyssan, Ab Susan
Park 2 -
Service unit 1 -
No infrastructure 0 -
More ) than 3 cultural-historical 4 Karun, Karkheh
attractions
3 cultural-historical attractions 3 -
Cultural attraction 2 cultural—h!stor!cal attract!ons 2 Dez, Arvand )
1 cultural-historical attraction 1 Marun, Shavour, Bahmanshir
No cultural-historical attraction Zohreh, Jarahi, Ab Shoor, Balaroud, Male, Karkhe Noor, Kopal, Ab _Shela,
0 Moerez, Murghab, Tang Jafar, Abu al-Abbas, Shoor, Abu al-Fares, Khairabad,

reported

Shoor Sardasht, Harkesh, Ala, Ab Lashgar, Khersan, Neyssan, Ab Susan

Table 8. Evaluation of inland wetlands of Khuzestan province according to tourism development criteria
Criteria Range Score Name of wetland
Wetland complex 4 Shadegan, Hor-al-Azim
Permanent single wetland 3 Bamdej, Shimbar, Miangaran, Bandun, Tambi, Cham-Sabi, Ghol-aliya, Ab-Zalo,
Horeh, Tang-e-Jafar, Hoz Bahram, Shahzad-e-Abdullah, Siah-e-Chaal, Barm-e-Shor
Inland wetland type River wetland Siah-e-Chaal, Barm-e-Shor
2 Marun River, Jarahi River, Zohreh River, Karkheh River, Dez River, Karun River,
Arvand River, Shavour River, Maleh River
Seasonal marshes 1 Oudeh, Azadegan Plain, Bahrieh, Hababeh, Koy Goldasht, Alhati
More than 3 counties 4 Shadegan, Dez River
3 counties 3 Marun River, Zohreh River, Karkheh River
2 counties 2 Houralazim, Bamdej, Jarahi River, Maleh River, Karun River
County diversity Shimbar, Miangaran, Bondun, Tembi, Chamsabi, Ghol Aliya, Ab Zaloo, Hooreh,
1 county 1 Garg Kesh, Tang Jafar, Hoz Bahram, Shahzad Abdullah, Siah Chal, Barm Shoaor,
Arvand River, Shavoor, Odeh, Dasht Azadegan, Bahrieh, Hababeh, Koy Goldasht,
Alhati
More than 100 thousand ha 4 Shadegan, Hor-al-Azim
2 to 11 thousand ha 3 Bamdej, Jarahi River, Zohreh River, Karkheh River, Dez River, Karun River,
Arvand River, Shavur River, Odeh
Wetland area 100 to 2 thousand ha 2 Shimbar, Miangaran, Bondun, Tembi, Marun River, Male, Azadegan Plain,
Bahrieh, Hababeh, Koy Goldasht
Less than 100 ha 1 Chamsabi, Ghol Aliya, Ab Zalu, Horeh, Garg Kesh, Tang Jafar, Hoz Bahram,
Shahzad Abdullah, Siah Chal, Barm Shoor, Alhati
Completely to almost stable Shadegan, Bamdej, Shimbar, Tembi, Chamsabi, Ghol Aliya, Ab Laloo, Hooreh,
4 Gorgkosh, Bahram Pond, Shahzad Abdullah, Siah Chal, Maroon River, Jarahi
River, Zohreh River, Karkheh River, Dez River, Karun River, Arvand River,
- Shavour River, Maleh River
Wetland durability Permanent with decreasing area 3 Hor-al-Azim, Miangaran, Tang Jafar, Barm-e-Shur
compared to the past
Annual seasonal 2 Bondun, Azadegan Plain
Periodic seasonal (flooding) 1 Oudeh, Bahrieh, Hababeh, Koy Goldasht, Alhati
Plant cover more than 30% and 4 Shadegan, Hor-al-Azim, Bamdej, Shimbar, Ab-Zalo
diverse
Plant cover more than 30% and 3 Miangaran, Bandun, Maroon River, Jarahi River, Zohreh River, Karkheh River, Dez
Wetland vegetation low diversity River, Karoon River, Arvand River, Shavour River, Maleh River
Wetland plant cover less than30% 2 Tambi, Tang Jafar, Barmshur
No wetland vegetation cover 1 Chamsabi, Ghoul Aliya, Hoorah, Gorgkosh, Bahram Pond, Prince Abdullah's
Dungeon, Odeh, Azadegan Plain, Bahrieh, Hababeh, Koy Goldasht, Alhati
Hor al-Azim, Shimbar, Cham Sabi, Ghoul al-Alia, Ab lalo, Horeh, Wolf-killer, Tang
More than 75% 4 Jafar, Hoz Bahram, Shahzad Abdullah, Barm-e-Shur, Jarahi River, Zohreh River,
Number of months Karkheh River, Azadegan Plain, Bahrieh, Hababe
suitable for tourism 50 to 75% 3 Shadegan, Maroon, Karun River, Arvand River
climate 25 t0 50% 2 Bamdej, Dez, Shavour River
Less than 25% 1 -
No suitable month 0 Miyangaran, Bondun, Tembi, Siahchal, Maleh River, Oudeh, Koy Goldasht, Alhati
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Continued table 8. Evaluation of inland wetlands of Khuzestan province according to tourism development criteria

Criteria Range Score Name of wetland
Shadegan, Shimbar, Miangaran, Bandun, GorgKosh, Chamsabi, Ab Zaloo,
More than 60% 4 Shahzad Abdullah, Jarahi River, Odeh
30 to 60% 3 Houral Azim, Zohreh River, Karun River, Shavur River
. Hawz Bahram, Tang Jafar, Bamdej, Marun River, Karkheh River, Dez River,
Landscape quality 10 to 30% 2 Arvand River, Maleh River
Less than 10% 1 --
Lack of view quality on 0 Tembi, Ghol Aliya, Hoore, Siah Chal, Barm Shoor, Dasht Azadegan, Bahrieh,
premium floor Hababe, Koy Goldasht, Alhati
Shadegan, Miangaran, Bandun, Cham Sabi, Ab Zaloo, Gorg Kosh, Hoz
More than 75 percent 4 Bahram, Shahzad Abdollah, Odeh
Ecological potential 5010 75 percent 3 - S )
of the tourist 25 to 50 percent 2 Tang Jgfar, Jarahi Rlver, Karun R_lver
destination Less than 25 percent 1 Bamdej, _Arvand _Rlver, Shavur_ River ) )
Houralazim, Shimbar, Tambi, Ghol Aliya, Hooreh, Siahchal, Barmshur,
No ecological potential 0 Marun River, Zohreh River, Karkheh River, Dez River, Male River, Azadegan
Plain, Bahrieh, Hababeh, Koy Goldasht, Alhati
More than 75 percent 4 Shadegan, Hor-al-_Azi_m, Shimbar, Miangaran,_Bandun, Tambi, Cham-Sabi,
Tang-e-Jafar, Jarahi River, Koy Goldasht, Alhati
Accessibility Bamdej, G_houl Aliya, Ab-eTZan, Wolf-P_(ash, Prince Abc_iullah, Maroon R!ver,
%) 50 to 75 percent 3 Zohreh R_lver, Karlfheh River, Dez River, Arvand River, Shavour River,
Maroon River, Bahrieh, Hababeh, Barm-e-Shor, Hoz Bahram
25 to 50 percent 2 Hooreh, Odeh, Azadegan Plain
Less than 25 percent 1 Siyah Chal
Adjacent to urban settlement Shadegan, Shimbar, Miangaran, Bandun, Maroon River, Jarahi River, Zohreh
(park, service unit, 4 River, Karkheh River, Dez River, Karun River, Arvand River, Shavoor River,
accommodation capacity, pier) Goldasht Alley, Alhati
Tourism Adjacent to rural settlement Hor al-Azim, Bamdej, Ghoul al-Alia, Ab leech, Gorgkosh, Tang Jafar, Hoz
infrastructure (service unit, accommodation 3 Bahram, Prince Abdullah, Male river, Odeh, Azadegan plain
(along the river) capacity, pier)
Park 2 --
Service unit 1 --
No infrastructure 0 Tembi, Cham Sabi, Horeh, Siah chal, Barm shur, Bahrieh, Hababe
More than 3 cultural-historical 4 Shimbar, Bondun
attractions
3 cultural-historical attractions 3 --
2 cultural-historical attractions 2 Houralazim, Shadegan, Miangaran,
Cultural attraction 1 cultural-historical attraction 1 Ab Zaloo, Arvand River Wetlands, Azadegan Plain Marshes
Bamdej, Tembi, Cham Sabi, Ghol Aliya, Hooreh, Gorgkosh, Tang Jafar,
No cultural-historical attraction 0 Bahram Pond, Shahzad Abdullah, Siah Chal, Barm Shoor, Maroon River

reported

Wetlands, Jarahi, Zohreh, Karkheh, Dez, Karoon, Shavoor, Maleh, Odeh,
Bahrieh, Hababeh, Koy Goldasht, Alhati

Table 9. Evaluation of coastal-marine wetlands of Khuzestan according to tourism development criteria

Criteria Range Score Name of wetland
Wetland complex 4 Abadan Shore
Permanent single wetland 3 Shadegan Shore, Khor Musa
Coastal-marine wetland type River wetland 2 Hendijan Shore
Seasonal marshes 1 Bahmanshir Estuary, Arvandrud Estuary, Zohreh
Estuary
More than 100 thousand ha 4 Khor Musa
2 to 11 thousand ha 3 Shadegan Shore, Abadan Shore
Wetland area 100 to 2 thousand ha 2 Bahmanshir Estuary, Arvandrud Estuary, Abadan Shore,
Hendijan Shore
Less than 100 ha 1 Zohre Estuary
Plant cover more than 30% and diverse 4 Khor Musa
Plant cover more than 30% and low 3 -
Wetland vegetation diversity .
Wetland plant cover less than 30% 2 Bahmanshir Estuary, Arvandrud Estuary, Shadegan
Shore, Abadan Shore
No wetland vegetation cover 1 Zohre Estuary, Hendijan Shore
More than 75% 2 Bahmanshir Reservoi(, Arvan_t_i Rud Reservoir, Abadan
Shor, Zohreh Reservoir, Hendijan Bank
Number of months suitable for 50 to 75% 3 -
tourism climate 25 to 50% 2 -
Less than 25% 1 -
No suitable month 0 Shadegan Shore, Khor Musa
Bahmanshir Reservoir, Arvand Rud Reservoir, Abadan
More than 60% 4 Shore, Zohreh Reservoir, Hendijan Riverbank,
Shadegan Shore, Khor Musa
Landscape quality 30 to 60% 3 -
10 to 30% 2 -
Less than 10% 1 -
Lack of view quality on premium floor 0 -
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Continued table 9. Evaluation of coastal-marine wetlands of Khuzestan according to tourism development criteria

Criteria Range Score Name of wetland
More than 75 percent 4 Bahmanshir Estuary, Abadan Shore
’ . ] 50 to 75 percent 3 -
Ecological gote.ntla_l of the tourist 25 to 50 percent 2 Arvand Rud Estuary, Shadegan Shore
estination
Less than 25 percent 1 -
No ecological potential 0 Zohreh Estuary, Khor Musa, Hendijan Shore
Bahmanshir Reservoir, Arvand Rud Reservoir, Abadan
More than 75 percent 4 Shore, Zohreh Reservoir, Hendijan Shore, Shadegan
Accessibility Bank, Khor Musa
(%) 50 to 75 percent 3 -
25 to 50 percent 2 -
Less than 25 percent 1 -
Adjacent to urban settlement (park, Abadan Shore, Shadegan Shore, Khor Musa
service unit, accommodation capacity, 4
pier)
Tourism infrastructure Adjacent to rural settlement (service unit, 3 Bahmanshir estuary, Arvandrud estuary, Zohreh estuary
(along the river) accommodation capacity, pier)
Park 2 -
Service unit 1 -
No infrastructure 0 Hendijan Shore
More than 3 cultural-historical attractions 4 -
3 cultural-historical attractions 3 Shadegan Shore
; 2 cultural-historical attractions 2 -
Cultural attraction 1 L . Bahmanshir Estuary, Arvandrud Estuary, Abadan Shore,
cultural-historical attraction 1 .
Khor Musa, Hendijan Shore
No cultural-historical attraction reported 0 Zohre Estuary

Table 10. Evaluation of man-made water areas of Khuzestan according to tourism development criteria

Criteria Range Score Name of the water area
Lake behind the dam Karun 1 (Shahid Abbaspour), Gotvand, Karun 3, Karkheh, Dez, Jareh, Maron, Masjed
4 Soliman, Dez (Ali Kaleh) Regulating Dam, Ariobarzen Regulating Dam, Gotvand Regulating-
Diversion Dam
Water area type g\snrqicultural water 3 Seasonal village dam, Karkheh agricultural dams
Evaporative 2 Khorramshahr evaporation ponds (Naseri), Bandar Mahshahr Salt Lake
wastewater
Urban wastewater 1 Omidiyeh City wastewater
More than 3 counties 4 Karun 1 (Shahid Abbaspour), Gotvand, Karun 3, Khorramshahr evaporation ponds (Naseri)
3 counties 3 Karkheh, Dez, Bandar Mahshahr saltlake
County distribution Jareh, Marun, Masjed Soliman dam lake, Dez regulation dam lake (Ali Kaleh), Ariobarzen
2 counties 2 regulation dam lake, Gotvand regulation-diversion dam lake, seasonal dam dam, Karkheh
agricultural dams, Omidiyeh city wastewater
1 county 1 -
More than 2 thousand 2 Khor Musa
ha
Water area 1 to 2 thousand ha 3 Shadegan Shore, Abadan Shore
1 to 100 thousand ha 2 Bahmanshir Estuary, Arvandrud Estuary, Abadan Shore, Hendijan Shore
Less than 100 ha 1 Zohre Estuary
More than 75% 4 Gotvand, Karkheh, Jareh, Maroon, Ariobarzen Regulating Dam, Gotvand Regulating-Diverting
Dam, Karkheh Agricultural Waterworks, Omidiyeh City Wastewater
Number of months gg :2 ggzz g
suitable for tourism 0
climate Less than 25% 1 - ) ]
Khorramshahr Evaporative Pools (Naseri), Bandar Mahshahr Salt Lake, Dehkadeh Seasonal
No suitable month 0 Waterworks, Masjed Soliman Dam, Dez Regulating Dam (Ali Kaleh), Dez, Karoon 3, Karoon
1 (Shahid Abbaspour)
Karun 1 (Shahid Abbaspour), Gotvand, Karun 3, Karkheh, Dez, Jareh, Maron, Khorramshahr
More than 60% 4 (Naseri) evaporation ponds, Bandar Mahshahr salt lake
30to 60% 3 Karkheh agricultural dams, Omidiyeh city wastewater
Landscape quality 10 to 30% 2 Soleman Mosque, Gotvand regulating-diversion dam
Less than 10% 1 -
Lack of view quality 0 Dez regulating dam (Ali Kaleh), Ariobarzen regulating dam, Dehkade seasonal dam
on premium floor
More than 75 percent 2 E:S;heh Agricultural Dams, Khorramshahr Evaporation Pools (Naseri), Bandar Mahshahr Salt
50 to 75 percent 3 -
Ecological potential of 25 to 50 percent 2 -
the tourist destination Less than 25 percent 1 Gotvand Diversion-Regulating Dam
No ecological Kar_un 1 (Shahid Abpaspour), thvand, Karqn 3, Karkheh, I_Z)ez, Jareh, Maroon, Masjed
potential 0 Soliman, Dez Regulating Dam (Ali Kaleh), Ariobarzen Regulating Dam, Dehkadeh Seasonal
Dam, Omidiyeh city wastewater
More than 75 percent 2 Karun 1 (Shahid Abl?aspour), Qowand, Karun 3, Karkheh, Dez, Karkheh agricultural dams,
Accessibility Khorramshahr (Naseri) evaporation ponds, Bandar Mahshahr saltlake
o 50 to 75 percent 3 Jereh, Maroon, Masjed Soliman, Gotvand regulating-diversion dam, Omidiyeh city wastewater
) 251050 i i
percent 2 Ariobarzen regulating dam
Less than 25 percent 1 Dez regulating dam (Ali Kaleh), Dehkade seasonal dam
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Continued table 10. Evaluation of man-made water areas of Khuzestan according to tourism development criteria

Criteria Range Score Name of the water area
Adjacent to urban settlement (park, Karun 1 (Shahid Abbaspour), Gotvand, Dez, Jareh, Marun, Masjed Soliman, Dez
service unit, accommodation 4 Regulating Dam (Ali Kaleh), Ariobarzen Regulating Dam, Gotvand Regulating-
Tourism capacity, pier) Diversion Dam, Bandar Mahshahr Salt Lake, Omidieh City wastewater
. Adjacent to rural settlement (service Karun 3, Karkheh, Village Seasonal Water Reservoir, Karkheh Agricultural Water
infrastructure : . LT 3 . . -
. unit, accommodation capacity, pier) Reservoirs, Khorramshahr Evaporation Ponds (Naseri)
(along the river) Park P -
Service unit 1 -
No infrastructure 0 -
Very attractive 4 Karun 1 (Shahid Abbaspour), Gotvand, Karun 3, Karkheh, Dez, Masjed Soliman,
Highly attractive 3 Jerre, Maron
Water structure Moderately attractive 2 D_ez R_egulatlng Dam (Ali Kaleh), Ariobarzen Regulating Dam, Gotvand Regulating-
attractiveness Diversion Dam
Lowly attractive 1 Khorramshahr Evaporative Pools (Naseri), Bandar Mahshahr Salt Lake
No structural attractiveness 0 Seasonal village waterlogging, Karkheh agricultural waterlogging, Omidiyeh city
wastewater
More than 3 cultural-historical 4 _
attractions
3 cultural-historical attractions 3 —
Cultural attraction 2 cultural-historical attractions 2 -
1 cultural-historical attraction 1 -
No cultural-historical ~ attraction 0 .

reported

Table 11. Scoring and prioritization of water areas of Khuzestan province according to tourism development criteria

Priority Sum Man-made Priority Sum Coastal-marine wetlands Priority Sum Inland Priority Sum Ma|n
score water areas score score wetlands score rivers
3 26 Karun Dam Lake 1 2 25  Bahmanshir Estuary 1 41  Shadegan 1 34 Karun
1 31  Gotvand Dam Lake 4 23 Arvandrud Estuary 3 33 Houralazim 3 25 Dez
3 26 Karun Dam Lake 3 1 30 Abadan Shore 9 27 Bamdej 2 30 Karkheh
2 27  Karkheh Dam Lake 2 25  Shadegan Shore 2 34 Shimbar 4 23 Zohreh (Hendijan)
4 24 Dez Dam Lake 3 24 Khor Musa 6 30 Miangaran 4 23 Marun
3 26 Jareh Dam Lake 5 18  Zohre Estuary 5 31  Bondun 2 30  Jerahi
3 26 Marun Dam Lake 5 18  Hendijan Shore 15 16 Tembi 3 25  Abshor
10 18  Omidiyeh City Wastewater 10 26 Chamsabi 7 19  Arvand
7 21  Masjed Soliman Dam Lake 13 20  Ghol Oliyya 9 16 Balarod
13 15  Dez Regulating Dam Lake (Ali Kaleh) 4 32 AbZaloo 5 22 Shavor
8 20  Ario Barzan Regulating Dam Lake 15 16  Hourah 12 11 Maleh
4 24 Gotund Regulating-Diversion Dam Lake 8 28 Gargkosh 12 12 Karkheh Noor
6 22 Fath-ul-Mubin Regulating Dam Lake 1 25 Tang Jafar 6 20  Bahmanshir
15 10  Seasonal Village Waterlogging 10 26 Hawz Bahram 9 16 Kopal
4 24 Karkheh Agricultural Waterlogging 8 28  Shahzade Abdullah 12 12 Abshola
5 23 Khorramshahr (Naseri) Evaporative Ponds 16 15  Siah Chal 12 11 Moraz
5 23 Bandar Mahshahr Salt Lake 14 17 Bram Shoor 14 9  Marghab
10 26 Marun River 15 7  Tang Jafar
4 32 Jarahi River 12 11 Abul Abbas
7 29  Zohre River 8 17 Shor
8 28  Karkheh River 11 13 Abul Fars
9 27  DezRiver 1 13 Kheirabad
7 29  Karun River 13 10  Shor Sardasht
9 27 Arvand River 14 9  Harkesh
10 26  Shavoor River 11 13 Al
12 22 Maleh River 10 14 AbLashgar
13 20  Oudeh 15 7 Kharsan
14 17 Dasht Azadegan 12 11 Neyssan
18 13 Bahrieh 13 10  AbSusan
18 13 Hababeh
17 14 Kuy Goldasht
18 13 Alhati
S5 e g L F
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